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CORONAVIRUS — HEALTH UPDATE 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [2.02 pm]: I rise to update the house on the current COVID-19 
situation in Western Australia. The Department of Health has reported six new cases of COVID-19 overnight. The 
positive cases—all males—are crew from the livestock carrier Al Kuwait, which has travelled from Qatar to Perth 
and is now docked in Fremantle Harbour. The six confirmed cases have been moved off the ship today to a Perth 
hotel in a state government operation involving the Western Australian Department of Health, the Western Australia 
Police Force, the Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development and Fremantle Ports, as well as the 
Australian Border Force and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority. For the time being, the remaining 42 crew 
members, who are well, will remain on board the ship and will be monitored and undergo health assessments as 
required. A WA medical assistance team will board the ship to further assess crew and provide advice on health 
and infection control. Mr Speaker, the brief ministerial statement is a little out of date, but I can confirm that six of 
the crew have now been moved to one of our quarantine facilities. 
Our state total is now 570 cases. We now have a total of 12 active COVID-19 cases being monitored in Perth. 
They are all in self-isolation at home or in hotel quarantine. There are no COVID-19 patients in our hospitals. 
Five hundred and forty-nine people have now recovered from COVID-19 in WA. Activity at WA COVID-19 clinics 
yesterday was: 894 people presented to COVID-19 clinics; 837 were assessed within the clinics and 831 were 
swabbed. To date, a total of 78 308 tests have been performed in Western Australia, of which 13 811 have been 
performed in regional Western Australia. Today we have also heard news of two schools in New South Wales that 
have been shut down due to COVID-19. We are not over this virus. We will continue to see it pop up. If people 
are travelling this long weekend, please be mindful of this: keep your distance; wash your hands; and do not go 
out if you are unwell. We are all in this together, and together we will get through. 
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